174	THE EMPTY QUARTER
big iron if we stay here four days for it.   But bring me the
small piece too.
In due course it was brought before me, a lump of iron
about the size of a rabbit—Parturiunt monies !—and very
heavy for its size,1 somewhat rusted and brittle on the sur-
face. I assumed that it was a meteorite, and I cannot but
think that it may have been, after all, the famous piece which
distance and defective memory had magnified to the dimen-
sions of a camel. At the same time it is by no means im-
possible or even improbable that a much larger fragment lies
buried somewhere in those sands. If so, we failed to find it
in spite of a special effort on the following day when the
whole of our party turned out to the spot indicated by Salim
—a gentle slope of sand southward of the larger crater—and
proceeded to sound the depths with sticks or by stamping on
the ground. Nowhere could we detect any sign of a hidden
foreign body, and it would probably require the use of mag-
netjc instruments to do so under existing conditions. I
decided that it was not worth while to waste more time over
the thing and it was agreed that we should march on the
morrow.
By a curious coincidence the issue of the Geographical
Journal—the only one I had with me—containing the text
of Sir. Thomas' lecture and his map happened also to con-
tain an article on a supposedly meteoritic crater at Bosumtwi
in Ashanti. That led me to note in my journal that the
* volcanic' craters of Wabar were ' perhaps depressions
created by the fall of meteorites.' I did not then, of course,
know how few and rare are the known meteorite craters of
the world—perhaps only four or five in all—and I little
guessed the interest that such a discovery in the Arabian
desert would occasion in the small circle of experts competent
to deal with such matters. Still less did I guess that the very
same issue of the Geographical Journal, to which I have
referred, had, in connection with Mr. Thomas5 lecture, a note
by Mr. W. Campbell Smith, in which mention was actually
made of what may well prove to be a sister fragment of the
Wabar meteorite—perhaps, indeed, the original * camel *—
1 Its weight is 25 Ib. and its dimensions 10 by 6 by 5 inches.

